June 27, 2006

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-

GROSSMENT OF H.R. 4973, FLOOD
INSURANCE REFORM AND MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT OF 2006

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that in the engrossment
of the bill, H.R. 4973, the Clerk be au-
thorized to correct section numbers,
punctuation, and cross references and
to make such other technical and con-
forming changes as may be necessary
to reflect the actions of the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

————

PERMISSION TO REDUCE TIME
FOR ELECTRONIC VOTING DUR-
ING CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 5672,
SCIENCE, STATE, JUSTICE, COM-
MERCE, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2007

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that, during con-
sideration of H.R. 5672 pursuant to
House Resolution 890, the Chair may
reduce to 2 minutes the minimum time
for electronic voting under clause 6 of
rule XVIII and clause 9 of rule XX.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5672,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———

SCIENCE, STATE, JUSTICE, COM-
MERCE, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 890 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5672.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5672)
making appropriations for Science, the
Departments of State, Justice, and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Commerce, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2007,
and for other purposes, with Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WOLF) and the gentleman from West
Virginia (Mr. MOLLOHAN) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself 11 minutes.

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to begin consideration of H.R.
5672, making appropriations for fiscal
year 2007 for Science, the Departments
of State, Justice, Commerce, and re-
lated agencies. This bill provides a
funding for programs whose impact
ranges from the safety of people in
their homes and communities to the
conduct of diplomacy around the world
and to the farthest reaches of space ex-
ploration.

The bill before the House today re-
flects the delicate balancing of needs
and requirements. We have drafted
what I consider a responsible bill for
fiscal year 2007 spending levels for the
Departments and agencies under the
subcommittee’s jurisdiction. We have
carefully prioritized the funding in the
bill and made hard choices about how
to spend the scarce resources.

We have been very fair. We, the en-
tire Committee, have been very fair
with each and every Member that has
approached the subcommittee as we
went through this entire process.

I want to thank Chairman LEWIS for
supporting us with what I believe is a
fair allocation and helping us to move
the bill forward. I also want to thank
the ranking member, Mr. MOLLOHAN,
who has been a very effective and val-
ued partner and colleague on the bill. I
appreciate his principled commitment
and understanding of the programs in
the bill.

I also want to thank members of the
subcommittee for their help and assist-
ance: CHARLES TAYLOR, MARK KIRK,
DAVE WELDON, Tom Delay, VIRGIL
GOODE, JOHN CULBERSON, RODNEY AL-
EXANDER, JOSE SERRANO, BUD CRAMER,
PATRICK KENNEDY, CHAKA FATTAH, and
also Mr. OBEY, the ranking member of
the full committee.

I truly appreciate the profes-
sionalism and cooperation of the mi-
nority staff. In particular, I want to
thank David Pomerantz, Michelle
Burkett, Sally Moorhead, Julie
Aaronson and Rob Nabors from the
Democratic staff, who have been an
enormous help during all the long
hours spent putting this bill together.

I also, Mr. Chairman, want to thank
the members of the subcommittee staff
on both sides for their long hours to
produce the fiscal year 2007 Science,
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State, Justice, Commerce bill. I would

like to particularly thank Mike
Ringler, the clerk of the sub-
committee, who has done an out-

standing job and really spent hours and
hours away from his family, as have
the others, and who has led the sub-
committee through the House appro-
priations process.

I also want to thank publicly and
personally Christine Kojac, John
Martens, Anne Marie Goldsmith, Clelia
Alvarado, and Darryl Hill for their
tireless efforts. Their work is very
much appreciated. Only a handful of us
know how much time and effort they
have put in, but I want to thank them.
And the record ought to show, frankly,
when history looks back, who gets
credit for a lot of what has taken place.

In my personal office, I would like to
thank Dan Scandling, Janet Shaffron,
J.T. Griffin, Samantha Stockman, and
Courtney Schlieter for their efforts in
working with the subcommittee; and
from the minority, if I left out any-
body, I mentioned, I think, Dave
Pomerantz, Michelle Burkett, and
Julie Aaronson, but also Rob Nabors
for their efforts with regard to this.

We have worked in a bipartisan man-
ner. And that is just not rhetoric for
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, but it has
truly been a bipartisan effort in put-
ting the bill together. And as a former
staff member up here on Capitol Hill, I
personally want to thank each and
every one of them. They have really
done an outstanding job.

The bill contains $569.8 billion in dis-
cretionary spending. At a time of fiscal
constraint, we have developed a bill
that preserves critical domestic and
international programs while living
within our allocations. We have had to
make some difficult choices and focus
limited resources on programs that are
most critical to the Nation. Program
increases are focused on the most crit-
ical areas, including science and com-
petitiveness, counterterrorism, and law
enforcement.

For the Department of Justice, the
bill includes $22.1 billion, $1 billion
above the request. The bill includes a
total of $2.57 billion for proven State
and local law enforcement crime-fight-
ing programs to keep our communities
safe.

We have restored, and I stress the
word ‘‘restored,” $1.1 billion above the
request to the highest priority pro-
grams, including SCAAP, justice as-
sistance grants, and juvenile justice
programs, all which the Administra-
tion proposed to eliminate or dramati-
cally reduce. That is $1.1 billion with a
«R.

The bill also includes important new
investments to fight the national epi-
demic of methamphetamine abuse; $367
million for justice assistance grants to
support local drug task forces, a $50
million increase; $99 million in grants
to combat meth, a $36 million increase;
and $40 million for drug courts, a $30
million increase, which is a 300 percent
increase in drug courts; and a $15 mil-
lion increase for DEA to support State
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